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Florida’s black bear population has recovered 
from the low numbers in the 90s and is now 
estimated to be 4,030. Their endangered species 
status has been removed, making them a true 
wildlife conservation success story. Join us to 
learn about current research investigating black 
bear behavior in the human-dominated landscape 
and the demography of the Apalachicola 
subpopulation of bears.

Speaker Bio: 
Don W. Hardeman Jr. is a Black Bear Research 
Biologist with FWC’s Fish and Wildlife Research 
Institute. He studies black bears across the state 
and is currently working on projects investigating 
various aspects of their ecology. Don is currently 
pursing his MSc at UF in Wildlife Ecology and 
Conservation. 
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