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This presentation provides a summary of proposed final rules to amend the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s (FWC) spotted seatrout (seatrout) regulations [68B-37, Florida Administrative Code (FAC)] in order to improve the status of seatrout stocks and angler satisfaction throughout the state.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Spotted seatrout is one of Florida’s most popular inshore fisheries and staff has heard localized concerns about the status of the fishery from several areas around the state.  This fishery is currently managed in four zones and regulations vary by region.  Although the seatrout fishery is primarily recreational (averaging 98% of harvest statewide), the species also supports small commercial fisheries throughout the state.  

Compared to some of Florida’s other inshore fisheries, seatrout are particularly dependent on aquatic vegetation, such as seagrasses, for juvenile nurseries and foraging sites throughout their life.  In the absence of seagrasses, seatrout will also use the submerged portion of other vegetation types such as marsh grasses or mangroves.  Seatrout move very little between estuaries, making them susceptible to localized environmental changes like seagrass loss, declining water quality, and harmful algal blooms (HABs) that impact individual estuaries.  However, their limited movement also means they tend to be responsive to regionally-specific management. 

Research published in 2018 indicates that multiple genetic stocks of seatrout are found in Florida.  While one stock occurs solely in Florida, two additional stocks are shared with other states.  The genetic stock that occurs along the majority of Florida’s Atlantic coast extends up to North Carolina.  In the Gulf of Mexico, seatrout from approximately Cape San Blas through Texas are part of a single stock.  In recent years, some other Gulf states have completed stock assessments on the portion of the seatrout stock that occurs in their state.  These assessments combined with the results of the 2019 seatrout stock assessment conducted by FWC’s Fish and Wildlife Research Institute (FWRI) suggest there has been a stock-wide decline in stock that spans from Texas to the Florida Panhandle.
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Data Collection

= Apalachicola Bay
= 3-D mapping
= Qyster densities
= Qyster spat densities
= Sedimentation rates
= Predatory snail densities
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= Shelling

= Where?

= What materials?

= Densities-how high?

= How much (acres)? l
= Monitoring
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