
FWRI Oyster Monitoring and Restoration 
Efforts in Apalachicola Bay



Apalachicola Bay

Population Monitoring
Monitoring of Apalachicola’s 
commercially fished oyster bars 
for fisheries management 
purposes

 Oyster Health
 Reproductive Development
 Predator Densities

Funded each year by the State 
of Florida since July 1, 2015

NFWF Oyster Restoration
Research to determine the most 
efficient methods for increasing 
potential oyster habitat and 
resilience of the commercial fishery

 Oyster Density and Size Frequency
 Predator Densities
 Oyster Health

Funded by NFWF Oil Spill Funds 
from 2014 – 2021

Fishery Disaster Recovery
Monitoring to evaluate the success 
of large-scale habitat restoration 
following the collapse of the 
commercial oyster fishery in 2012

 Pre and Post Season Assessments 
of Oyster Density and Distribution

 Monthly Spat Settlement Rates

Funded by Federal Disaster Funds 
from 2014 – 2020





Apalachicola Bay

Three 10-acre sites: Dry, Hotel and Bulkhead Bar

Five 2-acre plots per site cultched with:

0, 100, 200, 300, and 400 yds3/ac fossil shell

Goal to identify most optimal and cost 
effective shell cultching strategies for 
future restoration efforts
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Reproductive
Development

Disease Analyses

Physiological Condition



Oyster drill



Questions?


